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I C C R

(Universe of Culture)

PRESS RELEASE

To celebrate the coming together, once again, of Africa and India under the aegis of the Africa-India Forum Summit II, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), in association with the Embassy of India in Addis Ababa, is organizing a confluence of the cultures of India and the African continent. This event will coincide with the visit of the Honorable Prime Minister of India, as well as the Heads of State/Government from a large number of African countries, to Ethiopia to attend the Summit meeting.

As India’s premier cultural institution, ICCR’s primary objective has always been to bring about a communion of cultures through the establishment of a creative dialogue between India and the nations of the world. Towards this end, the Council strives to articulate and demonstrate the diversity and richness of the Indian culture in other countries, while also bringing home to audiences in India the colours and customs, sounds and visions of other cultures. 

In Addis Ababa, the varied hues of Africa will flow together and merge with the Indian rainbow of beats and music into the  Rhythm of Life, forming a kaleidoscope of cultural events which would witness the participation of the following countries:--

i) Algeria

ii) Egypt

iii) Ethiopia

iv) Ghana

v) India

vi) Kenya

vii) South Africa

viii) Senegal

ix) Tanzania

India and Africa are two entities known for their varied and complex styles of music. The Rhythm of Life would, hence, be a unique celebration of the creative instincts of mankind and the diversity as well as the oneness of the human race. Four classical dance styles of India - Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Chhau and Manipuri - and the drums that accompany them would create on stage a scintillating rhythmic confluence with eight different dance and music styles from African countries.

Similarities between India and Africa are difficult to ignore. They both boast a rich history of liberation struggles. Racial, ethnic, linguistic and cultural plurality characterizes their societies. Vibrant democracies are very much a part of how they are perceived internationally. Although the African continent consists of 16 nations, it is looked upon as a single entity. On the Indian sub-continent, on the other hand, a common identity binds the diverse ethnic, cultural and religious groups that have peacefully co-existed for countless millennia. The aptly named multi-media Exhibition, ‘From Tradition to Innovation’, that opens at the Millennium Hall in Addis Ababa on May 20 has been conceived with the aim of not merely celebrating these traditional similarities and connections between the two regions, but also highlighting the growing cooperation that further binds them into a mutually beneficial relationship. 

The Exhibition displays arts and crafts that are common to the two regions, and has Sections on i) The Indigo Story; ii) Adornments: Silver, Seeds and Beads; and iii) Baskets: Traditional Skills, Contemporary Designs. Other aspects of the growing political, economic and people-to-people cooperation in the fields of culture and education are also showcased. The final – and perhaps the most endearing - Section of the Exhibition, called “Reflections”, consists of vibrant paintings by African youngsters, depicting their own unique and fresh worldviews.      
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