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Distinguished scholars, dignitaries, and colleagues.
“I don’t want my home to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible, but I refuse to be blown off my feet, by any”










Mahatma Gandhi

This quote of Mahatma Gandhi echoes the philosophy or you can say the mandate of ICCR, which is also very close to the very famous Vedantic concept of “vasudhaiv kutumbkam” - “the whole world is a family”. 

With the foundation of such a noble thought I welcome you all to the International Seminar on ‘Indian Culture in a Globalized World’ which is being held on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the founding of ICCR coinciding with the 122nd Birth Anniversary of its founder, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the outstanding intellectual, author, thinker and political leader who was our first education minister.

This Seminar has been conceptualized with an idea to trace the contemporary state of Indian culture in the global society, and explore what role this vibrant culture can play in this beautiful but conflict-ridden world to show it the way to peaceful co existence. The four sessions with different themes of this Seminar focus on four important areas :-

1. The Universe of Indian Culture – to know how deep are the roots of Indian Culture going back to the down of history;

2. Classical Indian Culture in the Contemporary World – exploring the status and relevance of classical Indian culture in today’s world; 

3. Popular culture in a Globalized  World – exploring the reach of constantly changing culture of India adapting the new ways of a globalized world; and

4. The Power & Influence of Indian Culture and ideas – Exploring the effect, that Indian culture and its values have on this ever-changing world. 

The ICCR does not need any introduction, as it has carved a niche for itself and for Indian culture in the world. Since its inception in 1950, the ICCR has successfully contributed to develop a stronger cultural understanding between India and friendly countries, and has substantially enhanced India’s profile and projected India’s soft power through cultural co-operation. While successfully playing the role of the autonomous cultural arm of the Ministry of External Affairs, the Council prides itself on being India’s pre-eminent institution for cultural co-operation, the sponsor of intellectual exchanges between India and friendly countries, and the practitioner of cultural diplomacy.


Along with classical political diplomacy, which is nation to nation, economic diplomacy which is corporation to corporation, cultural diplomacy places a emphasis on the people to people dimension as a basis for dialogue. As explained by Prof. Joseph Nye, it is a prime example of Soft Power or the ability to persuade through culture, value and ideas as opposed to “hard power” which conquers or coerces through military might. We at ICCR believe in people’s diplomacy, and every step of ours is a directed towards enhancing the understanding between India and the nations and peoples of the world. In 1982, when the Government of India started organizing festivals of India abroad, many doubted their usefulness belittling them as an attempt to “convert the converted”. The paramount reason for organizing festivals abroad was our avowed policy and practice of ‘people’s diplomacy’, action for the people and through the people and their support and understanding through their demonstratively active participation and involvement.

Culture has been used in the broadest sense of the term as a “way of life” which includes history, art, sculpture, dance, music, traditional & contemporary achievements, science & technology, perspectives for future development and aspirations of our nations. Culture has no boundaries, and using it as the medium to interact with the masses has been the most effective and proven way to win hearts in this era of Globalisation. Interacting through culture gives us a chance to interact and understand the great cultural heritage of the world.

In the recent years, India’s rapid economic growth coupled with the our growing presence on the global stage, has refocused the world’s attention on the Indian civilization that has not only survived the trials and tribulations of several millennia, but has now emerged as a self-confident, mature nation-state, ready to take its rightful place in the comity of nations. A civilization as ancient as India offers a staggering variety of cultural expressions. Several centuries co-exist in India, offering a rare example of great resilience in changing times, emphasizing the traditions which have taken deep roots and which reflect the essence of excellence achieved over the years. The Gods, nature and art co-exist in a harmonious manner. India’s rich civilizational heritage itself is a major aspect of its Soft Power. 

On this occasion, I would like to share with you the key elements of the Council’s expansion plan which include :  setting up of new Indian Cultural Centres in countries important to India from the stand point of bilateral relations; organizing Indian Festivals abroad – often on a reciprocal basis; creating new Chairs of Indian Studies; initiation of a Fellowship Programme; organization of a series of Conferences on Indology/Indian Studies in various countries; and the release of grants to non-governmental organizations promoting Indian culture abroad. We have recently opened new Cultural Centres in Bangkok, Tokyo, Kuala Lumpur, Dhaka, Abu Dhabi, Thimphu and Mexico. The process to open more Centres in cities like Paris, Lagos, Hanoi, Washington, Sao Paulo, Yangon, Dar-es-Salaam, Prague, Budapest and Kuwait has been initiated.

Major Festivals recently organized by ICCR include the Festival of India in Brussels  in 2006-07, reciprocal Festivals of India and Japan in 2006 and 2007, Year of India in Russia in 2009, the Festival of India in China in 2009-10, and the  Festival of India in France “Namaste France” which is ongoing. ICCR also supported the French Government in the ongoing French Festival in India, “Bonjour! India”. The major forthcoming festivals being planned are in the USA, Canada, Brazil and South Korea.

The Council is also deepening its academic activities including establishment of Indian Chairs, organization of conferences & seminars, providing fellowships to foreign scholars & students.  A large number of new Chairs on Indian Studies are being set up in prestigious foreign Universities to familiarise students not only with India as it was, but also with various aspects of the vibrant new India. The Council now has 62 Chairs of India related studies in 46 countries, and administers nearly three thousand government scholarships granted every year to students from around the world to pursue higher education in India. It also coordinates the efforts of other Ministries/organizations entrusted with looking after the welfare not only of these scholars but also of nearly 100,000 self-financing foreign students studying in India. ICCR is providing 30 Fellowships to authors, academics, writers and outstanding foreign scholars who are interested in pursuing research in subjects pertaining to Indian culture and Indian studies.

With a view to revive and rejuvenate international intellectual interest in the history, civilization, ethics and culture of India, the Council is organizing a series of Conferences on Indology and contemporary Indian issues.  We have already organized these Conferences in Prague, Sofia, Almaty & Indonesia along with Buddhist Conferences in Thailand, Seoul & Singapore while several others are lined up. The Council is also providing financial support to a number of organizations which are promoting Indian Culture abroad. The rapid expansion, over the last few years, of the Council’s activities and outreach, both within India and overseas, is a reflection of the exponential increase of interest in India and various aspects of Indian culture globally.
This international seminar, which is our homage to the founder Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, is an important step in the larger cultural architecture that I have just described. In a world still torn by conflict and discord it is important that India should symbolize not the clash but the confluence of civilizations, that is the concept to which the seminar is dedicated.
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